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Psamatik I regained independence for Egypt this archa-
istic crusade was even officially adopted by the state*
The renovation naturally was not the harbinger of real
renaissance but only ushered in a period of empty vaunt*
It must, however, be said that this revivalism and more
than that, the combining of the crowns certainly
brought in a prosperity never known since the days
of the 20th Dynasty.
Psamatik I's son Necho (609-593 B. c.) showed
some energy in raising the prestige of Egypt by seeking
to re-establish her lost empire in western Asia. He
pushed his arms across Palestine and seized the whole
of Syria. This was effected with the help of the rebel
Erinces of Assyria. But this was the last flicker of a
ist dying flame. Soon the Babylonian ruler moved
and at Garchemish where the great prince of Baby-
lonia, Nebuchadnezzar, completely routed him dis-
banding fully the hosts of Necho. The beaten divisions
of the Pharaoh fled to Egypt abandoning all the con-
quests of the last five years. Nebuchadnezzar hotly
pursued the beaten army right down to the borders
of Egypt and halted only on hearing the death of
his father. Necho on his return gave up all hope of
regaining land or influence west of the Euphrates and
settled down to maturing his plans of internal develop-
ment the most important of which was to dig a canal
for joining the Nile with the Red Sea.
Necho's successor Psamatik II (593-588 B. c.) was
too occupied in Nubia to think of Asia. But his successor
mistaking the non-interference of Nebuchadnezzar
in western Asia for imbecility, determined to make a
bid for empire in Asia. He appeared in Palestine
and Phoenicia and captured Sidon and Tyre. Nebu-
chadnezzar, struck by the insolence of the Pharaoh,
moved westward like lightning. While his armies
operated in the South, he himself appeared before
Ribla but the Pharaoh hastened back to Egypt by sea*
Piece by piece the Babylonian conqueror subjugated the